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uniform and coherent To the former, however, the
relation of similarity is frankly burdensome and harassing,
something that may even hinder him from seizing the
perception of the object's particularity. The further he is
able to feel himself into the individual object, the more he
discerns its peculiarity, and the more the reality of a relation
of similarity with another object vanishes from his view.
But, if he also knew how to feel himself into another
object, he would be in a position to sense and understand
the similarity of both objects to a far higher degree than
the man who viewed them simply and solely from without.
It is because he first. feels himself into one object
and then into another that the concrete thinker comes
only very slowly to the discernment of the connecting
similarities, and for this reason his thinking appears
torpid and sluggish. But his feeling-into flows readily,
The abstract thinker quickly seizes the similarity, replaces
the individual object by general, distinguishing marks,
and shapes this material with his own inner thought
activity, which, however, is just as powerfully influenced
by the 'shadowy' archetype as is the concrete thinker
by the object The greater the influence the object has
upon thinking, the more are its characters stamped upon
the thought-image. But the less the object operates in
the mind, with all the more power will the a priori idea
set its impress upon experience.
Through the exaggerated importance of the empirical
object there has arisen in science a certain sort of
specialist theory, as, for instance, that familiar 'brain-
rnythology' which appeared in psychiatry, wherein an
attempt was made to explain a very large domain of
experience from principles, which, although pertinent for
the elucidation of certain constellations of facts within
narrow limits, are wholly inadequate for every other
application. But, on the other hand, abstract thinking,